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NEXT MEETING 

 
Sunday 17th March 2024    2pm  

“How did it all start” the origins of the INGroup 
 

Ashburton Library, 154, High Street, Ashburton 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
Happy New Year everyone!   It seems no time since we were looking 
forward to the festive season, and here we are in mid-February 
already. 
 
I mentioned in the last newsletter that Doug and I had been invited to 
a Celebration of Giving function hosted by The Royal Children’s 
Hospital Foundation in early December.  Held at the Macquarie Bank it 

was a wonderful evening, everyone was so welcoming and friendly, and we were able to talk to many 
of the amazing clinicians and researchers who are supported by the Foundation in their work over a 
range of medical conditions.  
 
The Foundation’s Annual Report “The Impact of Giving” makes fascinating reading and it makes me so 
proud of all our members who are so generous with their donations, to see the IN Group name listed 
along with all the other Individual donors to the Foundation. 
 
Many people have asked about the origins of the INGroup so we are going to have a discussion time 
at the next meeting to tell everyone the history, and I do look forward to seeing you all again then. 
 
With grateful thanks. 
Margaret Lawrence 
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Margaret welcomed everyone to the function, noticing in passing that numbers to our meetings are 
diminishing as members age, and also perhaps our experiences throughout the COVID pandemic has 
altered the way that we support our particular interests now.   But interest in the group remains very 
high and it is a credit to all our generous members that we can still contribute a substantial sum each 
year to further the research into GBS/CIDP conducted by Andrew Kornberg, Epi Yiu and their staff at 
The Royal Children’s Hospital.     
 

Margaret then welcomed Epi Yiu, Head of Neuromuscular, The Royal 
Children’s Hospital, and Annalese Fowler, Philanthropy Coordinator, The 
Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation, to the luncheon and presented Epi 
with a donation of $12,000. 
 
In thanking the INGroup for the invitation to today’s function, and for once 
again making this generous donation, Epi said that it was a pleasure to be 
the link with the INGroup.  From the very early days when Andrew first 
established the wonderful collaboration, he had taken a personal interest 

in the group and continues to follow their fortunes with great affection. 
 
Your donations are important for us to continue our work and we are really pleased to tell you that 
this year we have used the funds to raise awareness within the paediatric community that children do 
get GBS/CIDP.  Paediatricians and General Practitioners don’t always think of GBS/CIDP in a child.  I 
was reminded of that when I read the article in your last newsletter and remembered that I had looked 
after that young boy for a week during his stay in the RCH. 
  
This year we wrote a general article for publication in the “Australian Paediatric Journal” entitled 
“What to do with a child that can’t walk” for General Paediatricians to refer to when they are 
presented with a child who cannot walk.  It will assist in making their diagnosis to be aware that the 
pain the child may have could be more than ‘because they have an irritable hip’ for example. 
 
It draws the attention of the Paediatrician to think about GBS or CIDP and to be able to make the 
diagnosis knowing what type of pain is causing it and the treatment options. 
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Also, the article will be contributed to “Up To Date” an international on-line journal for the information 
of paediatricians world-wide.  
 
In collaboration with the International GBS Outcome Study (IGOS), we provide information for 
paediatricians and other practitioners on what causes GBS in children as well as adults and contribute 
examples which are stored for the future to further an understanding of what might cause GBS and 
what the outcomes are.  There is also a similar study run in parallel for CIDP. 
 
Annalese apologised for Adelaide Krania, from the Foundation, who was 
unable to join us today due to a prior engagement.   She spoke briefly 
about the Foundation which allocates funding throughout the RCH 
including to Andrew and Epi’s area.    
 
During 2022/2023: 
* The RCH Emergency saw over 90,000 presentations; 
* The Foundation raised $68 million in philanthropic donations; and 
* Funded 200 projects across the RCH, the Murdoch Children’s Research 
Institute and the University of Melbourne Department of Paediatrics 

********** 
******** 

Following this lunch arrived and Members enjoyed the meal traditionally followed by the robust Dutch 
Auction conducted as usual by our long-time friend Ken Clarke, which raised much merriment and 
$227 towards our next donation to the RCH.  Thank you to everyone for making the day enjoyable. 
 

 

FUTURE MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Sunday 19th May 2024 2.00pm Ashburton Library  
Sunday 18th August 2024 2.00pm Ashburton Library AGM 
Sunday 8th December 2024 12noon Ashburton Library Christmas Lunch 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
President  Margaret Lawrence 
Vice President  John Burke 
Secretary/Treasurer Doug Lawrence 
Committee Members Melva Behr, Mary Clarke, Gwen McInnes, Janice McNamara 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership. 
Use the form which follows. 
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The Inflammatory Neuropathy Support Group of Victoria Inc. 
Membership 01.07.2023 – 30.06.2024 

 
Name:  

 
Address:  

 
  

 
Suburb:  

 
Postcode:  

 
Mobile:  

 
Email:  

 
NOTE: The IN Group’s preferred communication is by email.   

If you wish to have your Newsletter sent in hard copy please tick here: � 

ITEM EACH PAYABLE 

Annual Subscription (due 1st July each year) $15  
   
Donation to support Medical Research ($2 or more is tax deductible)   

Tick here if a receipt is required →    

TOTAL ENCLOSED      a cheque/money order (payable to The IN Group)   
 

Thank you!  Please forward this form along with your payment to:  
The IN Group, 26 Belmont Rd., GLEN WAVERLEY 3150 

or you can pay directly using the following information: 
 

 

BSB / Account:         063 142     /      1000 6285      

Account Name: The IN Group 

Important! Include your name in the “Description / Reference”.  
Also, include info@ingroup.org.au where an email field is made 
available for the transaction. 

 
Disclaimer: Information presented in “INformation” the Newsletter of the Inflammatory Neuropathy Support Group of 
Victoria Inc., is intended for information only and should not be considered as advising or diagnosing or treatment of 
Guillain-Barre Syndrome, CIDP or any other medical condition. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions or Policy of The IN Group. 


